
 

I am a father of two YSWPCS students.  My daughter entered kindergarten in the school’s 
second year and my son followed two years later.  During their years at the school, I have tried 
to be involved as a parent, though I haven’t participated with the PTO.  I have visited the school 
each year for career day, judged the science fair many times, read to my childrens’ classes, and 
conducted presentations for science classes related to geology.  I am dedicated to the emphases 
of STEM and cultural appreciation of the school’s charter.  But I am equally supportive of the 
importance of physical fitness and health education, the arts, and character education.   

I am a Professor of Geology at California University of Pennsylvania, recently completing my 
eleventh year there.  As the Geology Program director, in addition to my teaching 
responsibilities, I conduct research with and without student assistance and serve on multiple 
university committees.   

I teach a wide variety of classes from Introductory-level all the way up to our capstone courses 
in environmental geology and hydrology.  My scientific research focuses on hydrology, with 
emphases on groundwater, seasonal flooding, and slopes/landslides.  I also conduct education 
research on foundational skill-building at the college level.  I have focused on improving reading 
comprehension and quantitative skills.   

With respect to service, I have a wide variety of activities that I believe are the strongest parts of 
my qualifications for the role of PTO Vice President.  At CalU, I am currently the Vice-chair of the 
University-Wide Curriculum Committee, which is charged with curricular decisions across 
campus as wells as many issues related to faculty/administrator responsibilities.  I have served 
as Vice-chair for the past two years and will continue for 2018-19, after serving as a regular 
member for three years.  I recently completed a year as the Chair of the Faculty Professional 
Development Committee, and will transition into the Past Chair role for ’18-’19.  I am a member 
of the Sabbatical Committee, the Interdisciplinary Center for Environmental Sciences, and advise 
the CalU Geology Club and the student chapters of the Association for Environmental and 
Engineering Geologists and Sigma Gamma Epsilon (Earth Science Honor Society).  I am also the 
campus representative to the Geological Society of America. 

Outside of the university community, I am a long-time member of the board of the Pittsburgh 
Geological Society.  I’ve served as Director-at-Large, Vice President (3 years, including Program 
Chair), and Treasurer (4 years, current).  Finally, I’m the Editor of the Reviewed Activity 
Collection of the Science Education Resource Center of the National Association of Geoscience 
Teachers.   ‘ve organized numerous activities and initiatives through the years related to these 
service roles. 

I look forward to a role with the YSWPCS PTO.  I feel that my background is well-aligned to the 
mission of the school and the PTO.  My experience has helped me to appreciate inclusivity and 
diversity.  I would like the opportunity to grow the impact of the PTO, get more parents 
involved, and provide impactful opportunities for the school’s continued success. 

 


